HIV-infected women delivering without antenatal care in a large Bangkok hospital, 1997.
The aim was to estimate the proportion of HIV-infected women giving birth at a large Bangkok hospital who had not received antenatal care (ANC) and to identify predictors of not receiving ANC. At Rajavithi Hospital, Bangkok, women with ANC are routinely tested for HIV at their first antenatal visit; women without ANC are routinely tested at delivery. Hospital staff interview all HIV-infected women and record sociodemographic and HIV risk factor information in a delivery room log book. We abstracted and analyzed data recorded in this log book for all HIV-infected women who gave birth at Rajavithi Hospital in 1997. Of 303 HIV-infected women who gave birth, 75% had received ANC at Rajavithi Hospital, 10% had received ANC at other locations, and 15% had not received ANC. On multivariate analysis, HIV-infected women who had received ANC were more likely to work or have partners who worked in construction (25% vs 11%; adjusted odds ratio [AOR]; 2.6; p = 0.03) or have a history of injection drug use (4% vs 0.4%; AOR = 20.8; p = 0.02) than those who had not received ANC, but were less likely to report their current partner as a risk factor for acquiring HIV infection (22% vs. 40%; AOR = 0.4; p = 0.05). Because a substantial number of HIV-infected women give birth in this large Bangkok hospital without receiving ANC, interventions are needed to increase the number of HIV-infected women who receive ANC and to prevent perinatal HIV transmission from HIV-infected pregnant women who have not received ANC.